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CHAPTER ONE 
1. INTRODUCTION 
Migration within the regions of a particular country or across its borders is triggered by so 
many reasons depending on the particular where the migration is taking place. 
According to Wouterse (2010), migration echoes and reflect on the variations of two 
different places in which there is continuum of causes, motivations, and constrains which 
push individual, households or society to move into one place at a particular point in time.  
He also claims that, instead of the dichotomy of the push pull effect of migration into a 
particular place at a point in time, migration should be thought of number of determinants 
which in a way should be considered as the reason for people to migrate.  He claim that the 
appropriate word to determine migration has a number of reasons, and these can either be 
“seasonality, risk, labour markets, credit markets, coping behaviour among others.  The 
emphasis was that although these considerations are not “exclusively” the causes of 
migrations, but based on research, it can be claimed that they lead to the overlapping forces 
and processes leading to the diversification (1-2). Also, migration is the movement of people 
from one place to another temporally or permanently. The research also clarify that, 
migration can either be voluntary or forced (ibid).  
Migration has happened throughout almost every human’s life in one way or the other.  
Migration, begun in the early years, in East Africa and it occurred for many reasons and 
across a variety of degrees.  Migration usually occurs between countries and within a 
country.   Basically, the most significant thought of migration is the phenomena of rural and 
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urban migration which occurs mostly in developing countries.  Rural urban migration as 
defined by national geographic magazine (2005) is the movement of people from rural areas 
to urban areas in search of opportunities and also to survive (ibid).  The issue of little or no 
proper social amenities and the lack of proper establish social structures, forces people to 
migrate with the aim of benefiting from the areas where these structures are available.  
This project uses empirical evidence from Ghana to explore the causes of internal minor 
migration.  The analysis of this project will seek to go in-depth into the unique data gathered 
from Ghana database, rural urban internal migration based on articles and journals.  Most of 
the information will work within two areas which are the northern and the southern areas 
of Ghana and also base on the phenomena of child migration.  Although the government of 
Ghana in many years has initiated a policy plan to eradicate the rural urban migration and 
also improve services to its citizens and also prevent the rampant flow and growth of people 
in the urban centres, this has been in vain, therefore, this project seek to look out for the 
causes of rural and urban migration, especially minors who are vulnerable and the extents 
to which the migration causes them to integrate into the new life they find themselves. 
1.1. BACKGROUND 
According to Anarfi (2001:18), the economy of Ghana was very successful in the late 1960’s, 
which lead many migrant from near and far neighboring country’s into the country (18.-19).  
Ghana has then leaving in the normal standard living, when the economic was hit by 
economic crisis right after the 1965 leading to balance of payment deficit.  This crisis lead to 
a growing high rate of unemployment and other challenge in the country (20).  This 
unattractiveness was not on the country level alone but also within the various regions as 
some regions prospered in development whiles other regions saw little or no developments 
in infrastructures. 
This made the southern part of Ghana seem more attractive to its citizens than the 
Northern sectors hence the movement from the rural areas to the urban centres.  
Ghana is rapidly urbanizing and this is as a result of the increasing number of people in the 
urban centres. The growing population in the urban centres keeps increasing with a steady 
pace raising concerns and causing deliberations among policy makers. 
 In 1984, the country’s urban population constituted 30 percent of the total population. 
Sixteen years later, the 2000 Population and Housing Census recorded Ghana’s urban 
population at 43.8 percent.  
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According to the 2010 Population and Housing Census, more than 50 percent of the entire 
Ghanaian population now lives in urban areas. Part of this increase is due to the migration 
of people who are mostly women from the rural areas and it has been recorded that most 
of these women come from the Northern part of Ghana. 
1.1.1. THE REGIONAL MAP OF GHANA 
 
 
Figure 1.0 
The map shows the ten regions of Ghana with their capitals. The Northern sector of Ghana 
is a combination of three major regions namely, the Upper West, Upper East and Northern 
regions, whiles the Southern sector includes the Western, Greater Accra, Ashanti, Western 
and Central regions. 
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The above map is the map of Ghana.  This show the regions in Ghana.  From the map, it can 
be realise that the northern region is seen as the largest region in Ghana whiles Accra as the 
smallest region1.  
According to the 2012 population and housing census, the early 1980shas been the highest 
female flow of mobility from the northern to Accra (18).  Majority of these minors escape to 
cities without prior knowledge of where they will live or work, and so are often left with no 
option than ultimately working as porters, carrying loads on their heads, and in other menial 
jobs. Kayayei (female head porters) are now a distinct urban poor group, mostly operating 
in and around lorry parks and markets in Ghana's cities. These kayayei according to a 2010 
survey of Kayayei, conducted by the Ghana Federation of the Urban Poor (GHAFUP), an 
affiliate of Slum Dwellers International, and Peoples Dialogue on Human Settlements, the 
majority (58 percent) of 15,000 respondents were engaged in farming prior to their 
migration. Only 11 percent had attended school, while 13 percent had been idle. The low 
school attendance is inconsistent with the spirit and intent of the Ghanaian Constitution 
which guarantees free compulsory basic education to every child in Ghana. This is especially 
so in the north, where youth have access to free senior high school education. Over 90 
percent of the survey’s Kayayei were northerners and had migrated without taking full 
advantage of free education. One will ask what will force people in an area with free access 
to education to the senior high school which is very expensive in other parts of the country 
to abandon education to migrate to do menial jobs?  
But again, according to the surveyed Kayayei, 23 percent were 10-17 years old and, thus, in 
their attempt to escape poverty, they had missed out on education. In addition, the results 
demonstrate the prevalence of child labour. 
  All migrants may move either for political, social and economic reasons.  The variations in 
the movement could either be voluntary, or forced. (ibid) however, Ghana is not exempted 
as far as migration is concern.  From the point of departure, migration in Ghana has become 
a domestic survival strategy for both individual and families (ibid).  It has indeed become a 
strategy to support families and individual to manage into the difficult economic conditions. 
                                                          
1 Source: http://www.worldofmaps.net/en/africa/map-ghana/map-regions-ghana.htm 
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According to Zaami, (2010), empirical evidence shows that over the last decades, female 
migration has been the dominant among migrant from the northern part to southern part of 
Ghana.  He also claims that, in 1980, males were dominated in the process of migration but 
recently female migrants are mostly involved in the migration process where most of them 
migrate independently to the urban cities in the southern part of Ghana as porters, pretty 
traders, and mostly housemaids.  These female migrants are migrating independent to seek 
for better living to survive and also to seek economic gain.  Research emphases that, female 
migration is not a new phenomenon especially where most of the female migrate at the age 
of 12 years. 
 
1.2. RESEARCH PROBLEM 
 
After the First World War, the present boundaries of Ghana in the urban population has 
become rampant with flow of migrant from the northern part of Ghana to the southern 
part.  According to historical data, between 1921 and 1948 census, the number of migrant in 
town grew from 180000 to almost half a million.   After 12 years ahead, the number 
increased to one and a half millions in the 1960’s census.  Within a short period, urban 
migration has been experience a rampant growth between the short periods of time.    The 
recent climb in the urban growth rate in Ghana has been almost a problem to the country.  
In the years 90ies, survey conducted on the rural household with interviewing teams of the 
university of Ghana claim that,  the survey was conducted in most part of the northern 
region and also predominant area where most migrant migrate to.  Based on the survey, 
internal migration exists within the predominant place where access to socio economic 
activities is low and also to areas such as Accra which has good socio economic activities 
(Caldwell, 1968:362-3).   This project will research into the underlying problem that is 
causing children to move from the North to the city of Accra with just at least no chances of 
surviving.   A clear understanding to why a huge number of them keep coming in search of 
un- existing opportunities for a better life in the future is the key to this project. 
A survey conducted by Plan Ghana in collaboration with Street children empowerment 
foundation on why children move into the streets in 2009 revealed or  found out that, there 
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are2 upon 21, 140 street children living on the street, 14,050 as urban poor children then 
6000 as street babies and 7170 as streets mothers under the age of 20 years.  This mean 
that children found on the street are mostly street children who northern part and other 
rural region in the country (ibid).  A typical example is the case of Zuwera’s response to an 
interview:  “I make ¢6 a day,” 12-year-old Zuwera from Savulugu in the Northern Region said 
with a broad smile partly exposing her rotten teeth. “It is difficult a job. Sometimes, the loads 
are too heavy for me but I have to carry them in one way or the other or go hungry,” (Ibidi) 
Zumera is an independent migrant child on the street who has migrated into the city of 
Accra in search for money to survive.   She is among the Children who are exposed to all 
kind of works and means on the street due to the conditions they find themselves in. They 
are exposed to unhealthy condition such as rape, arm robbery, AIDS, and child labor without 
any form of security in unsafe and humiliating conditions in the city (Hasim and Thorsten, 
2011, page 40).    Among these are the reasons for this project.  I want to specifically work 
with children between the ages of 12 to 17.  The phenomena of these children ending up on 
the street is what has prompted me to research into why most children still want to migrate 
into the cities. 
 
 
 
1.3. PROBLEM FORMULATION 
 
What are the causes of child migration from the northern part to the southern part of 
Ghana and to what extend does migration affect their life? 
1.3.1. Working questions 
2.  What are the determinants of minor migration from the   Northern to the southern 
Region of Ghana? 
3. To what extent does the north –south migration affect the life of minors from the 
age of 12 to 17 years who have migrated from the northern to the southern part of 
Ghana? 
 
                                                          
2 https://plan-international.org/where-we-work/africa/ghana/about-plan/news/plan-ghana-gathers-children-
to-discuss-life-on-the-street/ 
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CHAPTER TWO 
Chapter two takes the project to new dimension in which I explain and go in-depth into the 
approach and analytical way the project will answer the problem.   
 
2. METHODOLOGY 
In this project my research methodology will base on the street children in Accra Ghana, 
who have migrated from the northern part of Ghana to the southern part of Ghana. 
Basically, I have chosen to use empirical materials as my main factor in this research. 
However, I have relied on academic theories.  The project has start keywords which help to 
search information.  Such keywords as internal migration, street children, rural urban 
migration etc.    
I have mostly retrieve most of my information from article and journals which help the 
project to gain more insight and new dimension on child migration.  Most of the information 
gathered has been centered more on north south migration, where the focus is.    I have 
based on this choice of selection due to my academic field in the social science and 
philosophy of social science. 
For my empirical evident, I have mainly rely on Ghana based sources and all journals relating 
to internal migration in Ghana and somehow in the developing countries who in one way or 
the other experiencing similar problem.    Looking at the entire project the problem 
encountered was that the surveys and data generated are mostly not of recent ones.  
However, most of my journal are from migration journal and country report and papers.  My 
survey was mostly from Ghana statistics and ministry of social warfare survey in 
collaboration with Italian agency. 
The methodological approach is based on theoretical concept and empirical data which will 
analyze and answer the problem in this project.  Generally, the methodology to a research 
defines the analytical way in which a problem can be answered (Creswell, 2009:15-16).  
According to Olsen and Pedersen (2008), methodology is how the project will seek to make 
use of its methods to analyze the problem (:51).  In this project  
2.1. DATA COLLECTION 
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According to research data management,3 Data is any produced thing or anything created 
when one is conducting research.  Data also be and secondary data.  Primary data is any 
data which is personally created and secondary data as using another person’s data or 
research.   This project will make use of secondary data in which I will based on primary 
sources of research from other scholars in the form of data collection.  All empirical data in 
this project will be secondary source.  Data collection on Ghana, minors, surveys, case study 
and all other research will be secondary source. 
A sample of case on a migrant child will be studied in this project to illustrate and explain 
some of the reasons and the situations in the northern area which makes these minors to 
move into the city.  To explore the problem (what are the causes of minor migrant from the 
northern to southern part of Ghana), the project will emphasis on a case to illustrate some 
of the reasons to the problem and how these minors are affected in the migration process. 
According to Creswell 2013:94, Case study is relevance during research, and it involves the 
study of case within a real life or settling. Even though the researcher did not embark on a 
real case study by being on the field or settling in reality, the concept of case study 
conducted by other researchers will be employed in this project by analyzing some cases 
such as the case of Zaami, who interviewed and observe minors on the street to gather 
information on them about the problem of the project.   
 The focus of our research is on a specific group of child migrants – children who have 
migrated from the northern regions to the cities of Accra and Kumasi, most of whom, and 
especially girls, work as head porters. Using data collected by two of the authors (Kwakye 
and Anarfi) in Accra and Kumasi in 2005 as part of their Independent Child Migrants’ Survey, 
together with supplementary qualitative data from further fieldwork in Accra in February 
2006, this paper examines the decision-making processes involved in the independent 
migration of children from northern to southern Ghana. These datasets were previously 
used for research into different aspects of the same phenomenon, namely the risks faced by 
independent child migrants and their coping strategies in the destination (Kwankye et al. 
2007). The present working paper builds on that study, and attempts to answer a number of 
further questions, such as: What are the influences at play behind the decision for children 
to migrate from northern to southern Ghana? Who are the main players in the decision-
                                                          
3 https://research.ncl.ac.uk/rdm/rdmncl/whatdoyoumeanbydata/ 
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making process? To what extent does the decision to migrate depend on the child? What 
role do parents and other relations play in the process? What resources are available to 
facilitate the migration? What are children’s views on their migration experience? 
2.2. LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
The literature review will be based on secondary source.  The research strategy for the project 
was based on keywords which will enable the project to make research online.  Such words 
as internal, migration, rural, urban, and minors are among other words which make it possible 
to search on web, websites, and also library for relevant data books, articles, journals and 
other academic database for more information.  However, it can be understand that child 
migration is ongoing phenomenon and a lot of information is still new and developing.  But 
the use of external and resources used should first consider the motives and objectives of the 
author or researchers to be certain that the information gathered is valid and reliable.   
 
2.3. PHILOSOPHY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 
The underlying philosophy of science in this project is the study of social science in which 
the project will seek to concern with the significance of causality relation.  In this I will refer 
to the cause and effect of the problem where the effect of street children onto the street is 
as the result of the causes of structure and conditions found in the rural and urban area in 
Ghana.   According to blaikie (2004), the understanding of philosophy of social science is 
since as significant field of philosophy in which the main ideology is critical analysis and also 
a situation where philosophers create new fact of the world.  The understanding fact in this 
is making sense in reality (:3-4).  Causality is also seen as X causes Y or Y occurred as a result 
of X (Brady 2008: 1).  The emphasis is that in reality there is the causality relation assumes 
that there is a cause of something which results into an effect.  And these effects are in 
other hand occurring as the result of something that causes it.  This is significance in this 
project when the project seeks to analyze the logics of investigation that can be used to 
produce answers to the research question in this project.  Based on Brady2008, it can be 
understand that  causality is  manipulation of object through forces physical changes are 
made  in one’s immediate environment (:4-5).  In this he explains causality as push, pull, 
drag or drive the world into new circumstances. All these actions world or ideas relating to 
causality mean that causality is the concept of force movement.   In that, the cause of X is 
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manipulated by the phenomenon of forces.  These forces cause one to move and as the 
result of such movement, one experience the effect beyond regularities.    
 
CHAPTER THREE 
 
3. THEORY 
According to Cohen (1996), the concept of migration has been recent phenomena in which 
population shift have been present since the 20th century.  The phenomenon of seeking 
greener pasture and hunting in fertile region is the substance method where mobility is the 
most efficient strategy for exploiting end means.   In this phenomena, the flight of natural 
disasters, different in climate changes, and famine commonly occur in such region.  
Generally, migration can be primitive or forced.  In the sense of primitive, the result is 
ecological push which relate with man inability to cope with the natural forces in the region 
he found himself.  In this kind of migration, migrating group are more concerned with the 
idea to be in the grassland where their accustomed life maybe (ibid: 6-8).  Another category 
of migration is forced migration.  This category retained that, there is no willing power to 
decide whether or not to move, whereas free migration concerned the free will to move and 
the will to move is kind of decisive, where there can be decision to move or not. 
 
There are several theories and models regarding migration rural urban migration. For 
instance, according to the Ravenstein law of migration (1875-89), most migrants travel short 
distances and as the distance increases, the number of migrant’s decreases. He stresses that 
migration occurs in stages and this is triggered by the lack of technology, poor roads and 
other social amenities. When there are so many people in the urban centers due to 
migration, it forces the rich to relocate to the smaller cities. Ravenstein also indicates that 
women are more migratory than men over short distances and the increase in technological 
developments leads to an increase in migration. 4 
Another example of migration theory can be Stouffer’s theory of intervening opportunities 
(1940) which states that, the volume of migration between two places is not really related 
to distance and population size but to tap into the existing opportunities between the two 
                                                          
4 http://www.geogonline.org.uk/as_g2popki1.3_2.htm  
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places and within them. 5   Zapf’s inverse distance law (1949) also states that, the volume of 
migration is inversely proportional to the distance travelled by migrants and directly 
proportional to the population of the source and destination. 6 
 However, Cohen’s theory and Lee’s Theory will be of significance throughout the project.       
I chose these theories (rural urban migration theory and Push and pull factor model) due to 
the relevance in handling migration movement from one place to another, especially, 
internal migration and other rural urban migration situation in Ghana.  This theoretical 
context, is vital for texting circumstances about this class of movement in which the project 
will seek to address.  Based on scholar’s research, it can be claim that Urban-rural migration 
is mostly research in Africa where empirical evidence can be drawn.   Since Ghana 
experience this class of movement, I will focus more on this theory to answer my working 
questions. 
Also, theories such as the Ravenstein law of migration, Stouffer’s theory of intervening 
opportunities, Zapf’s inverse distance law, Lee’s push and pull theory and many other 
researchers have tried to come out with an absolute theory for migration and it can be 
argued that most of the theories revolves around why people migrate from their place of 
origin to a different place and what attracts them to migrate.  
 
3.1. THE LEE’S PUSH- PULL THEORY 
Lee’s push and pull theory (1966), the Lee’s model of migration is not just about the 
distance and the number of people but it is more related with the geographical context of 
the places or areas where people leave and where people go. considering the fact that this 
research deals with the migration of the two areas in Ghana which are the northern part 
and the southern part, the report employ more of the push and pull factors of Lee’s theory 
to answer the question posed by the research. 7 
 
                                                          
5 http://www.geogonline.org.uk/as_g2popki1.3_2.htm  
6 http://www.geogonline.org.uk/as_g2popki1.3_2.htm  
7 http://www.geogonline.org.uk/as_g2popki1.3_2.htm  
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8 
Graph 19 (Lees model of migration) 
 
According to Lee’s migration theory, he made mention of factors that cause migration.  The 
pull and push factors.  He claims that the push factors are things which make it unfavourable 
for one to stay in his or her environment. And the pull factors as attractions that attract one 
to an area. 
The chart above confines this with positive and negative signs in the diagram.  According to 
him, every area has a numerous factors that act as hindrance to people in an area or attract 
them to it and others which seek to rebel it.   This is shown in the plus and minus sign in the 
diagram.  Example of push factors are limited job opportunities, primitive’s conditions, poor 
education, and slavery.  Pull factors is said to be the good educational system, good 
infrastructure among other good things found in an area to attract people 
 The model explains the likelihood of migration between a place of origin and a place of 
destination, with positive and negative signs indicating pull and push factors, respectively. 
Both the origin and destination have pushes and pulls, and so migrants considers both the 
positive factors of staying and the negative factors of moving in their places of origin and 
also their destination and vice versa. The main idea of the push-pull theory is that if the 
plusses (pulls) at the destination outweigh the plusses of staying at the origin, as indicated 
in the model above, the migration is bound to occur (Cohen, 1996:14-18).  
 
                                                          
8 Source: http://cgge.aag.org/Migration1e/ConceptualFramework_Jan10/ConceptualFramework_Jan105.html 
 
9 Graph 1, discuss the intervening obstacles that pull and push agent into new location.  According to the 
graph, it can said that, there are two forces in the pull factor and push factor. 
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3.2. RURAL URBAN MIGRATION 
 
The understanding of cause and effect of internal migration should have several theories in 
order to justify why minors migrate in the sense that researchers can analyse the situation.  
Although, internal migration has given rise to many surprising huge number of models, 
Mabogunje model of system schema will be of important when referring to the reasons why 
people move to a particular destination.  The model will provide two concepts which will 
suggest the deterministic issue behind this migration issue in Ghana.   
In this theory one issue will be the main concern, which is the reasons why people move.  To 
answer this, a model will be use to explain the reasons in the form of push and pull 
hypothesis on lee’s factors.  In this concept I will take account based on the internal rural 
urban migration.  This model, explains the dependable and in-dependable variables in which 
migrants move to a particular destination.  The model also draws attention to the settlings 
like developing countries where it can be tested.  It was suggested that Africa is the best 
place to test this theory.  Empirical data also confirms that this theory best explains the 
reasons for migration. 
The idea and meaning behind rural urban migration according to Cohen, is: 
“Basic transformation of the nodal structure of a society in which people move from 
generally smaller, mainly agricultural communities to larger, mainly non-agricultural 
communities”(:44-45).  This explains the spatial length of mobility which involves socio-
economic horizon which involve the fixed transformation of skills, attitudes, motivation and 
behavioural patterns which in a sense promote migration.  Rural urban migration is also as 
the result of economic development in an area.  Indeed, the main ideas behind the 
transformation of socio economic development in the rural area are among the activities 
that suggest the basic goal of the people in the area.  This is so because, most of the people 
in the rural area are farmers and of this 85% of the people engage in farming, while only 
15% of the people in the urban areas are farmers.  The wide comparative difference is thus 
another cause which can push one to move into another area.   Institutional agencies are 
among the component who promote the flow of migration to another area. (Ibid: 44-47). 
3.2.1. THE MABOGUNJE MODEL OF SYSTEM SCHEMA 
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Graph 210 Mabogunje Model system model schema 
 
 
Defining the System of Rural-Urban Migration  
This model makes use of different concept in describing the cause of rural urban migration.  
But based on limited time, I will make use of system and environment to explain and answer 
my working questions. 
The combination of the pull push model and the Mabogunje system of schema will be used 
to analyse findings made in this project and to answer the question posed by this project. 
CHAPTER FOUR 
This chapter explain and analyses the causes and effect of migration.  Its goes beyond to describe 
how agent are affected by migration. 
4. RESEARCH ANALYSIS 
As mentioned earlier, there are so many factors that contribute to the migration of children from the 
Northern part of Ghana to the Southern unban regions mostly in Accra which is the capital city of 
Ghana . Generally,   most people indulge in internal migration due to unfavourable conditions in the 
                                                          
10 Graph 2 is Mabogunje model of system schema, which highlight the causes and effect of migration.   
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areas of origin.  Unfavourable conditions can be warfare, political challenges or religious 
persecutions (:2-8)   Therefore The push and pull factors as seen in Lee’s model are found in both the 
origin where these children migrate from and the destination where they settle finally.  
4.1. PUSH FACTORS AT THE NORTHERN PART OF GHANA 
The push factors are the factors that forces or spark up the migration process and these factors 
include the following: 
The first one is the lack of  
 They have the perception that the south has many things to offer them to survive 
 ineffective seasonal weather and  
 lack  infrastructure amenities 
 Most people indulge in internal migration due to unfavourable conditions in the 
areas of origin.  Unfavourable conditions can be warfare, political challenges or 
religious persecutions (:2-8) 
 The issue of little or no proper social amenities and the lack of proper establish social 
structures, forces people to migrate with the aim of benefiting from the areas where these 
structures are available.  
4.2. PULL FACTORS AT THE NORTHERN PART OF GHANA 
 Free education 
 Farming opportunities 
 Immediate families around 
4.3. PUSH FACTORS AT THE SOUTHERN PART OF GHANA 
 Exposed to the dangers on the streets 
 No family members around 
 Rape and HIV 
 No education 
 
4.4. PULL FACTORS AT THE SOUTHERN PART OF GHANA 
 Good social amenities 
 Good and quality education 
 Source of income 
 Availability of well-established structures 
 High standard of living 
Lee’s push and pull module stipulates that, whenever the pull factors at the place of destination 
outweighs the  pull factors at the place of origin, there is bound to be migration especially when 
these pull factors are positive. 
As seen in Lee’s diagram (graph 1), when we consider the North as the origin and Accra as the 
destination, then it is obvious that migration will occur from the North to Accra because the plus (+) 
which represents the pull factors are more than the minus (-) which connotes the push factors in 
Accra than the North and Vis versa. 
 
Page | 18  
 
The Mabogunje system of schema also portrays the same findings but in a different 
perspective by comparing systems and environment. 
A system is defined as a “complex of interacting elements with their attributes and 
relationships’.  In this concept, the major way of understanding the phenomenon of system 
is to classify the interacting “elements, attribute and their relationship”.    This best explains 
the how the system works in an environment.  In any definite system, its environment can 
be best describe as the “set of all object a change in whose attributes affects the systems 
and also these object in the system are affected by the change of these system.   
The (graph2) above shows that there are elements in the rural urban migration system and 
also the environment in which the system works are the contributing factor in this problem.  
The rural economic activity is said to be desired as the one in the city.  For example, the 
villagers normally produce their agricultural product in the villages and upon increasing rate 
of goods and services they move into the city to sell their product.  At the end the 
environment within the system of migration from the rural part of destination to the urban 
environment in which the buying and selling exist in the cities are the ways in which these 
environments stimulate the villager to desire to change in areas for better services and 
higher payment. 
 
4.5. Empirical evidence on street children in Accra Ghana 
This survey is in the form of secondary data in which the project take its information to 
analysis it research problem.  This survey was conducted by the Ghana ministry of social 
welfare and co funded by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs e. It was a project of 
“Improvement of the living standards of street children and street mother in Accra”.  This 
project was carried out between the years 2007 to 2011.  The main aim of the project was 
to set out a database and empirical evident on street children which in a way could help the 
government and other non-governmental institution to come up with relevant and vital 
policies the eradicate or reduce the flow of child migration from one place to another, 
especially, from the northern part to the southern part of Ghana.   Based on the researcher, 
the survey was conducted in the capital city of Ghana, that Accra.  However, 61492 street 
children was counted.  The context was within gender, age distributions, categories of street 
children, types of jobs these children does on the street and many more.  Therefore, the 
survey was carried on May 2009. 
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4.6. Dwellers of street children 
Zones in Accra in which survey was carried out on street children.  According to the survey, 
it can be realised that most of these minors who has migrated from the northern part of 
Ghana, reside in these areas- They normally live in these dwellers to find refuge.  In the 
diagram below, the researcher divide the dwellers of these street children according to 
Zones.  These zone are being group according to districts.  Therefore, the list of city in zone 
A belong to one districts in Accra. And zone B, C, and D respectively (Ministry of social 
welfare, Ghana, “2011:vii)
11 
 
4.7. Age distribution of migrant children on the street 
The second graph shows the Age distribution of Street children in Accra, Ghana.  According 
to the researcher, we can explain that the age distribution of street children in Ghana is 
mainly ranging from the 1 to 37 percent.  It can be seen from the below graph that, only 1 
percent of children, migrate from the ranging from one years.  Then 18 percent of the 
                                                          
11 http://www.chance-for-children.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/census_street_childern_in_accra.pdf 
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children migrate from the age of 1 to 5 years.  24 percent from the age of 6 to 10 years.  37 
percent from the age of 11 to 15 years.  Then 20 percent from the age of 16 to 18 years  
(Ministry of social welfare, Ghana, 2011:12) 
12 
 
4.7.1. Gender differences on the street 
The graph below portrays the gender differences on the street of Accra.  From the graph, it 
can be learnt the number of females on the street are 57 percent whiles males amount to 
the 43 percent (Ministry of social welfare, Ghana, “2011:13). 
 
4.8. Category of street children on the street 
The category of street children on the street is thereby said to be two groups.  Children born 
on the street and children who has migrated onto the street.  However, the number of 
children born on the street can be seen as 35 percent, while migrated children amount to 65 
percent (Ministry of social welfare, Ghana, “2011:14) 
                                                          
12 http://www.chance-for-children.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/census_street_childern_in_accra.pdf 
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4.9. Place of Origin  
According to the researcher, the survey for the place of origin can be seen that, 28.53 
percent of the minors as street children, has migrated from the northern part of Ghana to 
the southern part of Ghana.  19.8 was from Accra, 10.26 from Volta region, 7.53 from the 
upper east region.  7.37 from eastern region.  6.99 from Ashanti region.  6percent from 
central region, 4.5 percent from upper west region, and 2.85 percent from Brong ahafo 
region, 2.38 from the western region, 3.06 from were foreigners (Ministry of social welfare, 
Ghana, “2011:14). 
 
 
                                                          
13 http://www.chance-for-children.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/census_street_childern_in_accra.pdf 
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4.9.1. The reasons why children leaves home to the street 
From the researcher, it can be seen that there are reasons for children migrations unto the 
street.   From the graph, it can be seen that the percent of children leaving home due to 
search of money is 86,80%, due to parental divorces is 4%, working opportunities also 
account for 6.40% then parental dead for 2.80%  ((Ministry of social welfare, Ghana, 
“2011:19). 
 
15 
                                                          
14 http://www.chance-for-children.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/census_street_childern_in_accra.pdf 
 
15 http://www.chance-for-children.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/census_street_childern_in_accra.pdf 
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4.10. Activities of these street children on the street 
From the researcher, it can be claim that, most of these street children are head porters 
with 58.2% then 27.7% as vendors.  9.1 as dishwashers,1.8% as sex workers  then 3.2% as 
shoe shine boys (Ministry of social welfare, Ghana, “2011:21).   
16 
 
 
 
4.9.2. Research question 2 
 
This chapter seek to answer the second working question .  The use of langevange case on street 
children will be of significance when operationalising the context of the effect on north south 
migration in Ghana on the children themselves.  The analysis presents the effect on the minors when 
they migrate unto the street.  What they go through in the  cities they find themselve.  
To what extent does the north –south migration affect the life of minors from the age of 
12 to 17 years who has migrated from the northern to the southern part of Ghana? 
According to the researcher, we understand that minors go through uncertain life before 
they can manage their way through Accra.  According to the researcher’s interview with a 
street boy name Abdul, and this was his response” ‘We have to be magicians. We are 
practically speaking magicians. You can’t count on anything and you have to start from 
                                                          
16 http://www.chance-for-children.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/census_street_childern_in_accra.pdf 
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nothing. We have to make a cow out of a chicken, and we are doing it. We are managing’ 
Langevang, 2008:1-2).  
 This is the experience of the street boy.  Trying to voice out life on the street.  According to 
Langevang, we understand that Abdul, the street boy expressed difficulty and uncertain in 
making sense on the street of Accra.  Abdul, is a street minor who has been on the street for 
quiet long.  According to the researcher we know that Ghana, especially Accra is suffering 
from economic crisis in which the government is trying to restore it by implementing 
governmental policy and economic reforms programs since the crisis started in 1970 (ibid).  
Therefore, the hyper different among the two region is the cause of increase differentiation 
between people and places.  Evident from the researcher claim that the hard living 
condition in the regions across the country is as the result of hardship in the cities of Ghana.  
Although the transition from the northern to the southern part of Ghana can be said to a 
step to achieve higher achievement in life as these minors think when they are migrating 
from the northern to southern, Langevang help to understand that, there are also some 
negative factors in the pulling space.  These young people still manage their life situation 
through the hardship in the cities especially Accra.  According to langevang, these minors 
explain life situation and future as “we are managing” (Langevang, 2001,:5).   
. 
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Figure 2.0 
The above map explains the migration trend in Ghana.  It goes on to describe the north – 
south migration in Ghana.  According to Ministry of social welfare, we learnt that 83% of 
people as at the time of survey has left the northern region and has migrated to the 
southern part of Ghana. 
 
5. DISCUSSION 
 
In Ghana, the north south migration of children is a form of new investment in which 
parents   purposely want to use to eradicate poverty.  Most parents in the Northern rural 
part have come to know the significant of sending their wards to the southern cities mostly 
to Accra.  The northern part of Ghana is seen as the poorest region with limited access to 
good socio- economic benefit such as good infrastructure, good education, high paid jobs, 
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and many more, while the southern part of Ghana is embraced with good facilities and 
activities (Kwakye, 2012, 358). 
The northern part of Ghana constitutes ineffective seasonal weather and lack many 
infrastructure amenities whiles the southern part of Ghana is built with many infrastructural 
amenities and good socio economic benefits.  This inequality between the two regions has 
resulted to the uneven spatial development in which parents and Adult encourage their 
ward mobility unto the street. (Kwakye, 2012, 356).  For a long time, the Northern part of 
Ghana has been experiencing poverty.   
The concern of most parents on the wellbeing of their children in Ghana is limited.  The 
practice of fostering is engage in every community in the rural areas of Ghana.  Parents 
allow their children to reside with other relatives in the extended families encouraging the 
circulating living in different household and different families.  
Mostly, children move from their household due to poverty on the part of their parents.   
Children are allowed to stay with extended families to benefit from the good living of their 
extended families and also to be safe from poverty, family crises and fear of witchcraft.   In 
Ghana,  one has to allow the movement of his ward from the family household to other 
member in the family  in another area to help  household chores or business to keep social 
ties between families, “create and strengthen alliances with other linages or religious 
leaders among families” (Hasim and Thorsten, 2011:45).    It is believe that allowing your 
child to move to an extended family household is a sign of ties and love the family shows 
toward the family. 
 Literature on migration in Ghana, argue that mobility of children away from their home of 
resident is significant with the concerned of income generated when these children are 
employed.  When all these needs are not met, most children are left in their fate to move 
into the street to beg for money after they travelled to the city to be fostered.  (Ibid (The 
Globe newsletter, 2012)   
Precise number of children migrates to the city to enhance their social and economic 
wellbeing (Ensor and Gozdziak, 2010, page 1-4).  The estimated number of children on the 
street is unknown. Children on the street are mostly unaccompanied from the rural cities of 
Ghana, mainly from the northern Part of Ghana to the southern part (ibid) 
According to Koller and Huts (2001), street child is “boy or girl…… () for whom the street (in 
the widest sense of the world, including unoccupied dwellings, wasteland, etc.) has become 
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his or her habitual abode and source of living and who is inadequately protected, 
supervised, or directed by responsible adults”(20) . 
These children mostly wear shabby dirty cloth, beg for food and money on the street, sell 
small items, work and roam about on the street without any aim or goal in life. These kinds 
of children are located in the urban city areas all over the cities in mostly developing 
countries all over the world. Every child on the street has a life history trace from his or her 
home. Life history in terms of their family background, street life experience, and every 
aspect is different. As to how they survive is based on individual action (source).  
Koller and Huts (2001) also emphasized that researchers definition of street children is 
defined according to the “characteristics in which they observe the street child. For example 
a street child is defined as his sleeping location, family background, life experiences, survival 
strategy, how the child integrate into his environment (number). 
 
6. CONCLUSION 
 
There are so many factors that make children under school going age move from the North 
to the South and these factors includes the  lack of infrastructural developments and social 
amenities in the place of origin such as schools, good roads, recreational facilities, good 
drinking water and other structures that makes basic life comfortable.  There is also poor 
and unfavorable weather conditions which disrupt farming leading to famine and poverty. 
These are the issues that this project has captured on through empirical evidence and cases 
from the researchers survey and module. 
 It can be conclude based on the analysis that, minors go through a lot difficult life 
conditions in which forces them to migrate from their places of origin unto the harsh life 
situation on the streets of Accra. This kind of lifestyle negatively affect them in the long run.    
As emphasized by Langevange, these minors go through hardship before they are able to 
traverse into the hard economic marked by the uncertainty, and managing way of making 
end means. The research however also made some findings in which some selected few of 
these migrants travail through all these unfavorable and life threatening conditions to make 
it from the streets. So looking at the varied way in which they make life through, it can also 
be said that in some cases, some of them manage to make life out of the hard economic 
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situations, whiles other are left on their fate to keep struggling to make ends meet. But 
these lucky ones are just a selected few who in one way or the other are helped by rich 
people that cross their path in the course of their struggle. 
And this is one of the numerous reasons why mostly parents force their children to make a 
move to the cities to try their luck too. 
The government of Ghana also has a major role to play in seeking to the welfare of these 
street children. The processes and hardship these children go through after they migrate 
unto the street should calls for government to review its policy on children and also to help 
these minors off the streets but this seem not to be of a priority to the government. 
Even though there are some policies on street children, the implementation of these 
policies to the benefit of the children or minors have not seen any effectiveness. 
These children go through a lot and so the researcher is calling on the government of Ghana 
to revise its policies on street children to get them off the streets of Accra because every 
child in Ghana has the right to the basic necessities of life.  
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